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​In honor of National Family Caregivers Month:

Eastern Area Agency on Aging would like to extend our sincere
gratitude for all that you do as Caregivers every day!

In addition, the agency would like to share the AARP Caregiver
Resources that you may find helpful to use and share with other
Caregivers or Providers in your community.



https://www.aarp.org/caregiving/local/info-2017/important-
resources-for-caregivers.html?intcmp=AE-CAR-CAH-EOA2
Please feel free to join us at our Caregiver Support Groups.

https://www.aarp.org/caregiving/local/info-2017/important-resources-for-caregivers.html?intcmp=AE-CAR-CAH-EOA2














Dear Marci,

I have Medicare, and my doctor has recommended getting several vaccines in



the coming year. How will Medicare cover these vaccines?

-Lorelai (Lancaster, PA)

Dear Lorelai,

Vaccines that you receive in an outpatient setting may be covered by Medicare
Part B or Part D. Part D covers most vaccines that your doctor recommends you
get, with a few exceptions (see below). Part D plans must include most
commercially available vaccines on their formularies, including the vaccine for
shingles (herpes zoster).
 
The amount you pay for your vaccine may vary depending on where you are
vaccinated. Make sure to check your plan’s coverage rules and see where you
can get your vaccine at the lowest cost. Typically, you will pay the least for your
vaccinations at:

In-network pharmacies
A doctor’s office that

Coordinates with a pharmacy to bill your Part D plan for the entire
cost of the vaccination process (the drug and its injection)
Or, can bill your plan directly for the vaccination process using an
electronic billing system

When you are vaccinated in either of the above settings, you should only need to
pay the plan’s approved coinsurance or copay for the drug and vaccination
process. When you get a vaccine, ask the provider to call your Part D plan first to
find out if your provider can bill your Part D plan directly. If this is possible, you
should not have to pay the full out-of-pocket cost and later request reimbursement
from your plan.

You may end up paying more for your vaccination if your provider:

Cannot coordinate with a pharmacy to bill your Part D plan for the entire
cost of the vaccination process (the drug and its injection)
And/or, cannot bill your plan directly for the vaccination process using an
electronic billing system

 
In these circumstances, your provider will bill you for the entire cost of the
vaccination (the drug and its injection). You will have to pay the entire bill up front
and request reimbursement from your Part D plan. It is important to know that your
provider may charge you more than the Part D-approved amount for the
vaccination, but your plan will only reimburse up to the approved amount—and
you will not be refunded for any amount you pay the provider above the Part D-
approved amount.
 
If you have Extra Help, the federal program that helps pay for some to most of the
out-of-pocket costs of Medicare prescription drug coverage, you can go to any
provider or in-network pharmacy to get vaccines. You will be covered for your
vaccination and will only be responsible for the Extra Help copay. However, if you
get your vaccine from a provider who does not directly bill your plan, you may
need to pay the entire bill up front and then request reimbursement from your plan.
 
Part B covers the vaccines for the flu, pneumonia, and hepatitis B in the following
situations:

https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-covered-services/preventive-services/vaccines-and-immunizations
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-prescription-drug-coverage-part-d/medicare-part-d-costs/part-d-covered-vaccinations
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-prescription-drug-coverage-part-d/medicare-part-d-costs/part-d-covered-vaccinations
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/cost-saving-programs-for-people-with-medicare/the-extra-helplow-income-subsidy-lis-program/extra-help-basics
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/cost-saving-programs-for-people-with-medicare/the-extra-helplow-income-subsidy-lis-program/drug-costs-under-extra-help


Flu: Part B covers one flu shot every flu season. The flu season runs from
November through April. Depending on when you choose to get your flu
shot, Medicare may cover a flu shot twice in one calendar year. For
example, if you get a shot in January 2019 for the 2018/2019 flu season,
you could get another shot in October 2019 for the 2019/2020 flu season.
Pneumonia: Part B covers two separate pneumonia vaccines. Part B
covers the first shot if you have never received Part B coverage for a
pneumonia shot before. You are covered for a different, second vaccination
one year after receiving the first shot. You are not required to provide a
vaccination history when receiving the pneumonia vaccine. You can verbally
tell the health care professional administering the shot if/when you have
received past shots.
Hepatitis B:  Medicare Part B covers the hepatitis B vaccine if you are at
medium or high risk for hepatitis B (If you are at a low risk, the shot will be
covered under Part D).

If you qualify for Part B coverage of a flu, pneumonia, or hepatitis B shot, Original
Medicare covers these vaccinations at 100% of the Medicare-approved amount
when you receive the service from a participating provider. This means you pay
nothing (no deductible or coinsurance). Medicare Advantage Plans are required
to cover these vaccines without applying deductibles, copayments, or
coinsurance when you see an in-network provider and meet Medicare’s eligibility
requirements for the service.
 
Part B also covers certain vaccines after you have been exposed to a dangerous
virus or disease. For example, Part B will cover a tetanus shot if you step on a
rusty nail, or a rabies shot if you are bitten by a dog. Original Medicare covers
80% of the Medicare approved amount for these vaccines after you meet the Part
B deductible, and you will be responsible for a 20% coinsurance charge. If you
have a Medicare Advantage Plan, contact your plan to learn about the cost-
sharing for vaccines like these.
 
-Marci

DONATE TODAY

EAAA Website

Nutrition Services & Menus

https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-covered-services/preventive-services/flu-shots
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-covered-services/preventive-services/pneumonia-shots
https://www.medicareinteractive.org/get-answers/medicare-covered-services/preventive-services/hepatitis-b-shots
https://2011campaign.abilafundraisingonline.com/eaaadonations
http://www.eaaa.org/
https://www.eaaa.org/social-dining/


Wellness & Enrichment Classes at
the Annex

Need to send us a referral?
Eastern Area Agency on Aging now has an easy, secure

way for providers to send us referrals for clients or
patients who need to access our services. The electronic

link below is a HIPPA compliant form that any provider can
use to request assistance from EAAA for any of our
programs. EAAA staff will follow-up with you after

receiving the referral to ensure effective and accurate
communication about the needs of the person you are

referring. 

REFERRAL FORM HERE
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"LIKE" US ON FACEBOOK
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https://www.eaaa.org/wp-content/uploads/11-Nov-2019.pdf
https://secureform.luxsci.com/forms/12836/3118/nHfg/form.html
https://www.facebook.com/easternaaa/

