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Dear Marci, 

I will turn 65 soon and need to enroll in Medicare. I’ve heard that there are
different parts of Medicare. What are those parts? 

-Aurelio (Cleveland, OH) 

Dear Aurelio, 

There are four parts of Medicare: Part A, Part B, Part C, and Part D. 

Part A provides coverage for inpatient hospitalization, skilled nursing
facility stays, home health care, and hospice care. 

Part B provides outpatient coverage, including for physician services,
diagnostic tests, durable medical equipment, and outpatient hospital
services. 

Part C is an alternate way to receive your Medicare benefits; provides
Part A inpatient/hospital and Part B outpatient/medical coverage and
supplemental benefits not covered by Original Medicare (see below for
more information). 

Part D provides prescription drug coverage. 

Most beneficiaries choose to receive their Parts A and B benefits through
Original Medicare, the traditional fee-for-service program offered directly
through the federal government. It is sometimes called Traditional Medicare or



Fee-for-Service (FFS) Medicare. Under Original Medicare, the government
pays directly for the health care services you receive. You can see any doctor
and hospital that takes Medicare (and most do) anywhere in the country.
 
In Original Medicare: 

You go directly to the doctor or hospital when you need care. You do not
need to get prior permission/authorization from Medicare or your primary
care doctor. 

You are responsible for a monthly premium for Part B. Some also pay a
premium for Part A. 

You typically owe a coinsurance for each service you receive.

There are limits on the amounts that doctors and hospitals can charge for
your care. 

If you want prescription drug coverage with Original Medicare, in most cases
you will need to actively choose and join a stand-alone Medicare private drug
plan (PDP). 

Note: There are a number of government programs that help reduce your
health care and prescription drug costs if you meet the eligibility requirements.
 
Unless you choose otherwise, you will have Original Medicare when you enroll
in Medicare. Instead of Original Medicare, in most areas you have the option of
getting your Medicare benefits from a Medicare Advantage Plan, also called
Part C or Medicare private health plan. This means that you must still pay your
monthly Part B premium (and your Part A premium, if you have one). Medicare
Advantage Plans must offer, at minimum, the same benefits as Original
Medicare (those covered under Parts A and B) but can do so with different
costs and coverage restrictions. You also typically get Part D as part of your
Medicare Advantage benefits package (MAPD). Many plans also cover
supplemental benefits that are not covered by Original Medicare, like dental
care, vision care, and gym memberships. Many different kinds of Medicare
Advantage Plans are available. You may pay a monthly premium for this
coverage, in addition to your Part B premium.  

-Marci 

DONATE TODAY

https://medicarerights.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1621f54a596f3717c22815356&id=cca97e80e1&e=8bcdc28bf6
https://2011campaign.abilafundraisingonline.com/eaaadonations


EAAA Website

Nutrition Services & Menus

Need to send us a referral?
Eastern Area Agency on Aging now has an easy, secure

way for providers to send us referrals for clients or
patients who need to access our services. The electronic
link below is a HIPPA compliant form that any provider

can use to request assistance from EAAA for any of our
programs. EAAA staff will follow-up with you after

receiving the referral to ensure effective and accurate
communication about the needs of the person you are

referring. 

REFERRAL FORM HERE
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http://www.eaaa.org/
https://www.eaaa.org/social-dining/
https://secureform.luxsci.com/forms/12836/3118/nHfg/form.html
https://www.facebook.com/easternaaa/

